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SECRET MBFR VIENNA 0473 

FROM US REP MBFR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, NATO 

SUBJECT: MBFR: US-SOVIET BILATERAL DISCUSSION ON 
FORCE DEFINITIONS ON OCTOBER 16, 1975 

1. ON MARGINS OF PLENARY SESSION OF OCTOBER 16, SOVIET 
REP KHLESTOV APPROACHED US REP AND DEPREP. KHLESTOV 
SAID THE SOVIETS HAD NOTED WESTERN REFUSAL IN THE 
DISCUSSION OF DEFINITIONS IN THE INFORMAL SESSION 
OF OCTOBER 14 TO AGREE TO THE PRINCIPLE PROPOSED BY THE 
SOVIETS THAT SIMILAR FORCES SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO SIMILAR 
SERVICES, EITHER AIR OR GROUND. KHLESTOV SAID HE 
BELIEVED THIS WESTERN REFUSAL WOULD MAKE A BAD IMPRESSION 
IN MOSCOW AND WOULD STRENGTHEN THE ARGUMENTS OF THOSE 
SKEPTICAL ABOUT THE VIENNA NEGOTIATIONS. THE PRINCIPLE 
THAT SIMILAR FORCES SHOULD BE ASSIGNED TO SIMILAR 
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REFUSAL TO AGREE TO IT COULD NOT FAIL BUT BE INTERPRETED 
IN MOSCOW AS AN INDICATION OF LACK OF WILLINGNESS ON 
THE PART OF THE WEST TO MAKE PROGRESS IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
KHLESTOV SAID THAT THE WEST SHOULD REALIZE THAT, GIVEN THIS 
NEGATIVE WESTERN POSITION ON THE THIRD OBJECTIVE UNDER DISCUSSION, 
THE SOVIETS WOULD NOT BE IN A POSITION TO AGREE ON THE FIRST OF THE 
THREE OBJECTIVES CONCERNING COMPREHENSIVENESS, AND THAT, 
CONSEQUENTLY, THE DEFINITIONS DISCUSSION WOULD GET NOWHERE. 

2. US REP POINTED OUT THAT ALLIES WERE WILLING TO EN- 
VISAGE A SOLUTION OF THE THREE DISPUTED CASES AS ONE 
POSSIBILITY AFTER THERE HAD BEEN AN EXCHANGE OF DATA, 

BUT THAT IT WOULD BE INEQUITABLE ON THE PART OF THE 
SOVIETS TO EXPECT AGREEMENT TO THIS SOLUTION UNLESS WESTERN 
AUTHORITIES COULD BE CLEAR AS TO ITS ACTUAL EFFECTS. 

US REP SAID THE WEST HAD BEEN AT SOME PAINS TO FORMULATE 
THE THIRD PRINCIPLE SO THAT AGREEMENT ON IT BY BOTH 
SIDES WOULD BE POSSIBLE AND COULD REPRESENT PROGRESS. 

HE SAID THAT HE THOUGHT THAT. DESPITE THE SOVIET 
REP'S REMARKS. IT WOULD BE WORTHWHILE FOR PARTICIPANTS 
TO CONTINUE THE DEFINITIONS DISCUSSION.RESOR 
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